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PR JF ¢ Francis W. Cleaves, “The Sino-Mongolian Inscription of 1240,” Harvard Journal
of Asiatic Studies, 23 (1960), pp. 62-75.
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PL 12. The ‘Stone of Chingis’

TR T ¢ Igor de Rachewiltz, The Secret History of the Mongols: A Mongolian Epic
Chronicle of the 13" Century (Leiden: Brill, 2004), p. 220 [P1. 12].



40 FTECRE LS

BT R TISTEES WS T 2L BRRY TET A0

R 2 P IS )+ R FAD (I | P
HASTE > 1986) - Y 2EH 5 1 45-56



FathEe ERE D 49 41

g
=]

Eligd = (1305 7) 5 S NSO BE BT (pvaynin vayyin)

TR : Giuseppe Tucci, Tibetan Painted Scrolls (Roma: La Libreria Dello Stato, 1949),
p. 622 [fig. 123].
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PR Vfi : Giuseppe Tucci, Tibetan Painted Scrolls (Roma: La Libreria Dello Stato, 1949),
p. 753 [fig. 132]
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¥R ¥fi : Francis W. Cleaves, “A Mongolian Rescript of the Fifth Year of Degedu
Erdem-tu (1640),”Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies, 46:1 (1986), pp. 181-200.
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The Myth of the Seal Transmitting the State in the Yuan
and Qing Dynasties

Kai-lung Ho

Lecturer, Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Community College

School of Humanities and General Education, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

The Precious Jade Seal or the Seal Transmitting the State (chuanguo
xi {H1E2) of the Qin dynasty was a strong legitimating symbol for later
Chinese dynasties. The Mongol-Yuan dynasty (13"-14" centuries), the
Northern Yuan Mongols (14™-17" centuries), and the Manchu-Qing
dynasty (1644-1911) also participated this myth. A seal with Chinese
characters was accepted as a political symbol by the Mongol-Yuan Empire.
The edicts of the Yuan emperors preserved in Tibet were all stamped with
the this imperial seal (yu gian zhi bao ijfjij V¥, lit. Seal in front of the
Emperor) in Chinese folded seal characters. On the other hand, after the
Qubilai Qan’s death, the second Yuan Emperor, Temiir, used a newly
rediscovered Seal Transmitting the State to ensure his legitimacy. After the
Mongols were expelled from China proper, their leaders still kept the Sea/
Transmitting the State to show their legitimacy vis-a-vis the Chinese Ming
dynasty. As well, non-Chinggis blooded tribe leaders obtained the Seal
Transmitting the State to justify their rule. During the late 16™ century,
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Altan Qan of the Tiimed Mongols supported a political theory of Tibetan
Buddhism named the “two principles.” He claimed that the “two
principles” had been already carried out by Qubilai Qan, and he followed
Qubilai Qan in promoting Tibetan Buddhism. As a result, Altan Qan raised
his political status and made himself independent of the Cagar Mongols,
the chief leader of all the Mongols. During the first half of the 17" century,
the Seal Transmitting the State was rediscovered, and Ligdan Qan of the
Caqar Mongols used this Seal to prove himself the legitimate ruler of the
whole Mongols. The Manchu Emperor Hong Taiji conquered the Caqar
Mongols and seized the Seal Transmitting the State. With this seal, Hong
Taiji claimed the Mandate of Heaven, and he then founded the Qing
dynasty and ascended the throne as Emperor. However, on the edicts of
Hong Taiji, the seal marks of this so-called Seal Transmitting the State are
“zhi gao zhi bao” (ﬁi[]?ﬁj/ ¥, Seal of Edict) which was not the same phrase
used by the Qin dynasty. And the Chinese seal characters of this seal were
not in the folded style of the Yuan dynasty, but rather the same as the Ming
Emperor’s seal. Indeed this so-called Seal Transmitting the State was made
by Ligdan Qan. The memory of the 17" century Mongols was limited to the
fact that the Yuan emperor obtained a Chinese character seal called Sea/
Transmitting the State which legitimated his rule. Therefore, Ligdan Qan
used a Ming seal as the model and made a fake Seal Transmitting the State.
The fake Seal Transmitting the State and the falsification of the history of
the “two principles” were all political measures carried out by the Mongols

and the Manchus.

Keywords: Seal Transmitting the State (chuanguo xi or ch’uan-kuo hsi),



50 fRLEE k2t B —

folded seal characters, yu gian zhi bao (yu ch’ien chih pao), zhi gao zhi
bao (chih kao chih pao), Ligdan Qan, Hong Taiji, Altan Qan, the two
principles, legitimacy, symbol



